Craven and the First World War Project

Newsletter
Armistice special
“Building a greater understanding of life in Craven during the First World War”
Leeds Pals Handbook

Craven News

A new book revealing new perspectives
on life in Leeds’ volunteer battalions
Craven marks centenary of Armistice
during and after the First World War is
Communities across Craven are preparing to commemorate 100 years since the end
being launched by Leeds Museums &
of the First World War with a number of events and exhibitions throughout
Galleries.
November.
New areas of focus include: an
overview of the Leeds Pals Association, The following pages provide information about the many activities planned, which
an account of the Leeds Bantams and a
includes exhibitions, talks, concerts and performances to mark the signing of the
new alphabetical list of the Leeds Pals,
Armistice agreement a century ago.
making it easier to trace those who
were ‘Pals’ even for a short time.
Amongst the exhibitions exploring the sacrifices made by the men
The book will be launched during a
and women of Craven are pop-up displays in Farnhill, Sedbergh,
special event at Leeds Minster on Fri 9
Slaidburn and Hebden, as well as ongoing exhibitions at The Folly in
Nov from 6.30 - 8pm. Tickets are
Settle and at Skipton Town Hall.
available here where there is also the
chance to purchase the new book for
Hand knitted poppies are adorning churches,
£10 (RRP £16.99), either to collect at
libraries and community centres across Craven,
the launch or to be posted shortly
including in Bentham, Sedbergh and at Settle library.
after.

Western Front 2019 trip
The Western Front Association with
Bibby's of Ingleton are planning a 2019
battlefields tour during Easter weekend
next year. The basis of the tour is to
find as many of the remaining Bentham
men that the group failed to find on
their visit in 2017. Of the major sites
that will be visited are Tyne Cot, Menin
Gate, Thiepval, Vimy, Loos and quite a
few of small rarely visited cemeteries.
Anyone interested can email Allan
Hartley at HartleyAlmal@aol.com or on
015242 61173.

Some villages are going all out by organising a full weekend of
activities over the Armistice, including in Burton-in-Lonsdale where a
commemorative football match, community concert and exhibition
are amongst the events planned. Meanwhile, the re-enactment of
soldiers returning home from war will be part of Embsay’s weekend
of commemorations.
There will be the traditional services of remembrance in
churches and at war memorials across Craven, as well as the
annual Remembrance Parade and laying of wreaths
ceremony at the cenotaph in Skipton where larger than usual
crowds are expected to gather.
To end proceedings on Armistice Day, many towns and villages in Craven will join
communities across the UK in lighting a beacon, followed by the ringing of church
bells as part of the "Battle's Over - A Nation's Tribute" event.
I hope that you will be able to get along to some of the events taking place and be
part of this once in a generation opportunity to mark this important moment in
history.
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Craven Events
‘1918: The Long Last Mile’ exhibition
until 22 Dec, 1-4pm every day - The Folly, Settle
The final year of WW1 took the greatest toll of lives among the men of North Craven
and in this, the next in our series of commemorative exhibitions, we look at their stories, the part played by the newly formed RAF, the development of motor transport
and how life was for those at home.
Admission: Adults £2. 16 and under: FREE

‘WW1: Craven at War’ exhibition
Until 24 Nov, 10-4pm Mon - Sat - Skipton Town Hall
The exhibition will follow the fortunes of the men and women of Craven through
every year of the War, exploring what life like was like 100 years ago for those fighting
abroad and those left behind. Free

‘Over by Christmas’ art exhibition
1 Nov - 11 Nov - Holy Trinity Church, Skipton
A response to the Centenary of Armistice day by artists Audrey Edwards, Linda
Dearden and Chris Tye. Free

Sedbergh exhibition
Fri 2 Nov – Mon 12 Nov - St Andrews Church, Sedbergh
An exhibition that explores the impact of the First World War on the people of
Sedbergh and District. It recognises the sacrifices of local men, and those from other
countries, who served in diverse locations, at sea, in the air, in Africa, India, Europe
and the Western Front and the effects of war at home in the Dales. Free

Regional events
‘Recovery? From Flanders to
Afganistan’ exhibition
Thackray Medical Museum
Until 31 Dec 2018 - £7 adults
A thought-provoking look at the
medical advances that emerged from
the First World War, drawing in
parallels from modern day conflicts.
www.thackraymedicalmuseum.co.uk
Ambulance Trains exhibition
National Railway Museum
FREE
An exhibition telling the forgotten
story of the ambulance trains used to
evacuate sick and injured troops on
an unprecedented scale during the
First World War.
www.firstworldwar.nrm.org.uk

‘Oh, What a Lovely War’ play

‘Huddersfield's Great War Stories’
exhibition
Tolson Museum, Huddersfield
Until 31 Dec 2018 - FREE

Mon 5 Nov - Sat 10 Nov, 7.30pm - Victoria Hall , Settle
Settle Amateur Operatic Society commemorate 100 years since the end of the First
World War with the classic 'Oh, What a Lovely War'
Tickets: Adults from £9. Available from www.settlevictoriahall.org.uk or 01729 825718

An exhibition which explores people's
lives at home and away in
Huddersfield during WW1

‘Skipton War and Memorial’ talk

www.kirklees.gov.uk/museums

Tues 6 Nov, 2pm - Skipton Library
Local historians Ella Hatfield and Sue Wrathmell, from Skipton Civic Society talk about
their new booklet The War Memorial which focuses on life in Skipton, life during the
First World War and the building of the War Memorial. Tickets £1. Call 01609 534548
or e-mail skipton.library@northyorks.gov.uk to book.

If you have any events coming up
that you would like to be included in
the next issue, please contact Rob
Freeman on 01756 706225
RFreeman@cravendc.gov.uk
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‘Accrington Pals’ play

Hebden exhibition

Tues 6 Nov - Sat 10 Nov, 7.30pm - Skipton Little Theatre
This lyrical, absorbing play is set in Accrington during
1914-16. The “Pals” are the men from the local volunteer
battalion who march high-spiritedly off to the Great War
with their experiences in the trenches contrasted with those
of the women left behind. At times funny, at times sad, it
paints a moving and powerful picture of the changes in
civilian life during wartime.
Tickets: Non-members £10 (Under 16s or students £5).
Available from www.skiptonlittletheatre.org.uk or 07527
141176

Sat 10 Nov - Sun 18 Nov, 10.30am - 3pm - Hebden Village
Institute
An exhibition in honour of the people from Hebden who died in
the First World War. Free

‘Find your FWW Relative’ sessions
Wed 7 Nov, 10am – 12 noon - Skipton Library
Mon 26 Nov, 10.30am - 11.30am - Settle Library
These informal sessions will provide advice and expertise on
finding your First World War ancestors, and help people
navigate their round the 1000s of military records available
on the two premier genealogy resources on the web,
Ancestry and Find My Past, both of which can be accessed
free in all libraries in North Yorkshire. Please bring as much
information about their ancestor(s) to the event as possible
– date of birth, where they lived, family members, medals.
Tickets £1. Call 01609 534548 or e-mail
skipton.library@northyorks.gov.uk

‘Cowling’s WW1 casulaties’ talk
Wed 7 Nov, 2pm - Cowling Village Hall
A talk given by Moonrakers - Cowling’s History Society following their research into the lives and military services
of some of Cowling’s WW1 casualties. Entrance fee: £3

‘Battle of Ancre film’ live orchestral screening
Fri 9 Nov, 7.30pm - Skipton Town Hall
Skipton Camerata will perform Laura Rossi's award winning
score to ‘The Battle of the Ancre,’ alongside a screening of
the film. Tickets available from www.skiptoncamerata.com

‘From Farnhill to the Front’ Exhibition
Sat 10 Nov, 10am to 4pm - Kildwick and Farnhill Institute
Two years of research into the lives of 68 village men who
volunteered to serve in the Great War is being brought
together in the final event of the Heritage Lottery funded
Farnhill WW1 Volunteers project. Information about their lives
before, during, and after the war and what village life was like
at the time will on display along with slideshows, photographs,
artefacts, children’s artwork and the acclaimed poppy waterfall
made by Knitwick and Yarnhill craft group. Free admission.
More information at www.farnhill.co.uk/volunteers

Bentham memorial plaque service
Sat 10 Nov, 2pm - Bentham Parish Church
Service of Remembrance and Dedication of a new war
memorial combining the names from WW1 and WW2 to be
remembered from both Low Bentham and High Bentham with
Kirkby Lonsdale Brass Band.

Slaidburn WW1 exhibition
Sat 10 Nov, 10am-4pm - Slaidburn Archive
A day of events to remember all the men and women in the
Hodder Valley who served in WW1, including an exhibition,
launch of a book about those named on the Valley’s Memorials
(10.30am) and talks (11.30am, 1.30pm and 2.30pm) on a variety of topics such as the story of the six “Tunstill’s men” who
were among the first volunteers from the area in 1914 and the
day-to-day struggles of a nursing sister. Refreshments available.
Free.
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Burton-in-Lonsdale Armistice events
Tues 6 Nov, Sat 10 Nov & Sun 11 Nov – Across Burton
A series of events will take place in the village, including:
‘The Wipers Times’ film screening - Tues 6 Nov, 7.30pm Village Hall. Tickets £5 on the door
WW1 exhibition— Sat 10 Nov AM & Sun 11 Nov All day - All
Saints’ Church. Free
Heritage football match—Sat 10 Nov, K.O 10.30am
- Recreation ground. Free
Community concert—Sat 10 Nov, 2pm & 7pm - Village hall.
£4 adults or £2 u-16s in advance from the Village Shop; £5/£3
on the door
Remembrance service - Sun 11 Nov, 10.50am - Village green
followed by All Saints’ church
Lighting of the Beacon - Sun 11th Nov, 6.55pm - Castle Hill
Find out more at www.burton-in-lonsdale.net

Embsay Armistice events
Sat 10 Nov & Sun 11 Nov – Across Embsay
A full weekend of activities to include an exhibition and
performances on the Sat (10 Nov) followed by re-enactments
of soldiers returning home on the Embsay-Bolton Abbey
Railway and a community get-together on the Sun (11 Nov).
Sat 10 Nov
WWI Display/Cameo Performance – 11am - 5pm, Village
Institute
‘Back to Dear Old Blighty’ show - 2 - 3pm, Village Institute
Sun 11 Nov
Remembrance service – 10am - Methodist Chapel, following
by wreath laying at memorial at 10.45am.
‘Return of Soldiers’ re-enactments - 1pm & 2.30pm - Embsay
Railway Station
‘Community Get- Together’ - 2pm - Village Institute
Dusk at the Memorial - 5pm - Village memorial
Find out more at www.embsayeastbypc.co.uk/432890554

Mozart’s Requiem: A Concert for Peace &
Remembrance
Sun 11 Nov, 3.30pm – Priory Church, Bolton Abbey
Chamber choir Cantores Salicium will be joined by Camerata
Salicium to perform a concert to commemorate the
Centenary of the Armistice in music and readings. Tickets £10
(war veterans and under 16s free) from choir members or on
the door, or may be reserved by contacting us via
www.cantores-salicium.org.uk

'Anaesthesia' Big Read event
Tues 13 Nov, 2pm - Bentham Library
Bentham based author Adrian Horn discusses his first novel
Anaesthesia, a love story set against the background of drug
addiction in the First World War with Bentham Library
Reading Group. Everyone welcome.

‘Peace Songs’
Mon 12 Nov, 2-3pm - Settle Library
Settle Voices will be performing Peace Songs in Settle
Community library. All welcome.

‘Voices for Peace’ concert
Sun 18 Nov, 2-3pm - Airedale Barn, East Riddlesden Hall
A tapestry of Songs, Poems and Readings for Peace by
members of Sheeptown Songsters and Otley Courthouse
choir, led by Dave Stewart. Donations on the day £5 towards
expenses. Further details from Dave or Liz
info@singout.me.uk

Concert of Commemoration and Remembrance
Sat 17 Nov, 7pm- Langcliffe Village Institute
Music, poetry and readings to commemorate the end of war.
Retiring collection for the British Legion. Jacobs Join.

‘AND IN FLEW ENZA’ talk
Tues 20 Nov, 7.30pm - New Road Community Centre, Earby
Earby and District Local History Society present a talk by
Tony Foster on the Spanish Flu Pandemic at the end of WWI.
Tickets: £1.50 (on the door)

