SUMMER OUTING 2017

More pele towers in the Penrith area

The Summer Outing for 2017 – David’s fifteenth – is scheduled for Wednesday 7 June.
There will be three venues: Clifton Hall, St. Andrew’s Church at Dacre, and Johnby Hall,
Greystoke.
Bookings for the Outing will remain open until Easter, though in the light of the number who
expressed interest in the 2016 Outing, early booking is recommended.
As in 2016, a 17-seater minibus will be offered on a first come, first served basis. It will leave
Settle at 8.45am (time to be confirmed).
The northbound journey
The best way to approach the village of Clifton, about 4km south of Penrith, is to use the M6
as far as Junction 39 (Shap) and then the A6 northwards – this is a very quiet (and fast
enough) road. When you reach Clifton, drive through the linear village to the far north end.
Just before a sharp bend to the right you will see St Cuthbert’s Church on a slight rise to the
right of the road. There is (usually) ample parking in the small car park just before and on the
same side as the church, or opposite in the small layby (NY 531 270: post code CA10 2EA if
you rely on satnav). If you arrive early, have a look at the church. Assemble 10.15am.
Clifton
What used to be Clifton Moor, long since enclosed and improved, is said to be the site of the
last battle – or skirmish, say others – of the Civil War, in December 1745 between the Duke
of Cumberland’s troops and the fleeing rabble of Bonnie Prince Charlie (no bias there, then).
Clifton Hall Farm is a good
example of a courtyard farm,
almost but not quite a model farm,
and its horse gin gang has
survived. In the courtyard, set into
the farmhouse wall, is a Roman
inscribed tablet no doubt removed
from
Brougham
fort:
it
commemorates a soldier from
Africa (aka Libya in those days).

Part of the Roman tablet

Clifton Pele (NGR NY530 271)
A level walk of about 100m leads to the preserved shell of Clifton Hall, a three-storey tower
house built c. 1475 on the site of an earlier tower built either by Eleanor de Engaine or her
son. Prior to this family’s control, Clifton was one of the many possessions of the powerful
Musgrave clan of Musgrave and Hartley Castle at Kirkby Stephen (and later Edenhall, which
we visited during the 2013 Summer Outing). It is believed that the Musgrave’s motte and
bailey castle is the mound on which the church stands.
The tower was on the 2006 Summer Outing itinerary but it is well worth a second visit ... and
it was a long time ago.

Clifton Tower from the south

Eleanor married into the de Wybergh family of St Bees who were here from 1365 until the
Civil War changed their fortunes though they held on until selling it to the Lowthers in 1705.
Marked out on the ground are the foundations of the earlier tower and the first medieval hall,
both on the north-east side of the present tower, and the later hall, demolished between
1800 and 1819, attached to the south side of the tower. There is evidence aplenty in the
masonry of structural changes made over the centuries. The tower, which is roofed,
measures 10.2m by 8m and has walls 0.9m thick. However, it does not look as though it had
much of a defensive role and may have been designed to make a statement about the
family’s power and status.
It has been in the care of English Heritage since 1973. There is no entry charge.
From Clifton we will drive in convoy to the next venue, at Dacre.

St Andrew’s Church, Dacre (NGR NY460 266)
This, too, was included in the 2006 Outing and, I would suggest, is also worthy of a second
visit for those who may have been here before.

St Andrew’s, Dacre

Unusually perhaps, the church is the responsibility of two parties – the PCC and the Hasell
family of Dalemain. It lies on the site of an early Anglo-Saxon monastery, proven by
excavation, and has masonry in its fabric from Roman (recycled), A-S (photo below) and
Norman (the tower) times, as well as from the 12th and 13th centuries. There are two
interesting Viking stone cross shaft fragments, a chained and locked 1617 Bible and one of
Lady Anne Clifford’s famous door locks, given in 1671.

Lady Anne lock, in situ and still working

Within the churchyard there are four large stone figures which have generated much
discussion over the centuries concerning what they represent and signify. Some say they
are bears, others say lions. They are ‘Old’. There is also a memorial to a well known 20thcentury politician.

One of the bears/lions

We will be guided by a member of the PCC or by a church warden. Regarding costs here,
yet to be finalised, there will either be a small request or a donation (say £3 each?).
Then will follow ...
Lunch
Options include a picnic lunch assuming you will be taking one; lunch in the Horse and
Farrier Inn opposite the church; or, especially for those in the minibus, lunch in one of the
eating places at the Rheged Centre west of Penrith.
After lunch, make your own way (unless you are in the minibus!) to Greystoke and we will
meet up at the village car park immediately east of the village centre, on the B5288 (Penrith)
road, to proceed to today’s main destination:

Johnby Hall (NGR NY434 327)
The stone tower house that forms the core of this Grade II* hall was built by the Johnbys in
the later 14th century after the original one was destroyed by those who issued forth from
north of the border. It is possible that part of the earlier 9.7m by 8m tower survives. In the
1650s the property came into the hands of the Musgraves and the most elaborate architrave
door panel dates from 1583, the time of William Musgrave and Isabel Martendale.

The main door head of 1583

The Musgraves added the 16th-century hall and its distinctive Scottish baronial persona. In
1696 it passed to the Hasell family but was bought by the 10th Duke of Norfolk, of Greystoke
Castle, in 1783. It has remained in the Howard family ever since. One family member, Maud
Leybourne-Popham, lived here in the early 19th century and made many Arts and Crafts
additions. The grounds contain, inter alia, formal gardens, a walled orchard and a water
garden.

Johnby Hall in its delightful setting

We will be accompanied and guided by the family, with our group probably split into two –
while some enjoy the tour, the others will have refreshments.

The family have set a fixed charge for our group as a whole so the individual cost will
depend on how many people book for the day, but I cannot see it exceeding £12 per person,
including refreshments.

Overall costs
Clifton Hall – nil
Dacre Church – provisionally £3 each
Johnby Hall – provisionally £10-12 each
Minibus – £10 each
Payment details will be given to all those who book, once bookings have closed, as will
timings.

Southbound
The quickest way back home is to return to Greystoke and then the B5288 eastbound which
takes you all the way to Penrith – just beyond the M6 bridge, turn right through the industrial
estate to Junction 40.

Enquiries to David Johnson 27 Ingfield Lane, Settle BD24 9BA.
01729 822915 (evenings only please)

Previous Summer Outings, led by DSJ
2003

Great Asby and Maulds Meaburn

2004

Coverdale and Jervaulx Abbey

2005

Slaidburn and Whalley Abbey

2006

Penrith pele towers

2007

Kiplin Hall and Bedale

2008

West Tanfield and Markenfield Hall

2009

Aske Hall, Easby Abbey and Richmond Castle

2010

Preston Patrick Hall, Beetham Hall and Leighton Hall

2011

Appleby and Howgill Castle

2012

Barnard Castle castle and Kirby Hill

2013

Little Salkeld and Yanwath Hall

2014

Dacre and Norton Conyers

2015

Lancashire Gems – Great Mitton, Ribchester and Stydd

2016

Lanercost Priory and Naworth Castle

